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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 June 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E] This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1.3-7 and 9 is/are pending in the application. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060803 



Application/Control Number: 09/960,678 
Art Unit: 2625 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Appeal Brief 

1 . Applicant's arguments presented in the Appeal Brief in response to the Final 
Office Action, dated 10/20/05, is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is 
withdrawn. The new examiner of record is Mark R. Milia. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , 3-7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 5666215 to Fredlund et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6483609 to 
Ueno et al. 

Regarding claim 1 , Fredlund discloses a method of selecting an image bearing 
product that requires a particular resolution digital image, characterized a) a user 
providing a high resolution digital image (see column 3 lines 64-67), b) a service 
provider providing information which is displayed at the first location, such displayed 
information including at least two different image bearing products that can be provided 
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by the service provider that require at least two different resolution digital images (see 
Figs. 1 and 3 and column 5 lines 14-18, 35-44, and 49-51), c) the user selecting one of 
the image bearing products to be provided by the service provider after viewing the 
displayed images (see Figs. 1 and 3 and column 5 lines 14-18, 35-44, and 49-51), d) 
the service provider communicating the resolution required for the selected image 
bearing product to the first location (see column 3 lines 43-67, column 4 lines 10-25, 
and column 4 line 45-column 5 line 6), e) responsive to the communicated required 
resolution, automatically converting, the high resolution digital image to a lower 
resolution digital image corresponding to the selected image bearing product (see 
column 3 lines 43-67 and column 4 lines 10-25), and f) sending the lower resolution 
digital image to the service provider (see column 6 line 64-column 7 line 7), g) utilizing 
the lower resolution digital image to produce the selected image bearing product (see 
column 7 lines 33-36 and 45-47). 

Fredlund does not disclose expressly converting, at a first location, the high 
resolution digital image to a lower resolution digital image and sending the lower 
resolution digital image from the first location to the service provider. 

Ueno discloses converting, at a first location, the high resolution digital image to 
a lower resolution digital image (see column 2 lines 46-54) and sending the lower 
resolution digital image from the first location to the service provider (see column 2 lines 
46-54). 
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Fredlund & Ueno are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, conversion of high resolution image data to low resolution image data for 
subsequent output to a printing device. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the conversion of high resolution image data to low resolution 
image data prior to transfer, as described by Ueno, with the system of Fredlund. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to increase 
transmission speed and reduce the amount of data needed to reproduce an image and 
in effect decrease the amount of memory needed to store such image data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ueno with Fredlund to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 3, Ueno further discloses using a digital camera to capture the 
high resolution digital image (see Fig. 16 "54" and column 17 lines 12-13). 

Regarding claim 4, Fredlund further discloses wherein the at least two image 
products include prints of different sizes (see Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 5, Fredlund further discloses wherein the at least two image 
bearing products are different photo albums (see column 2 lines 22-27 and column 6 
line 64-column 7 line 7, photo albums are typical options associated with photographic 
prints and the reference lists a number of options a user can choose from which is open 
ended and therefore photo albums fall into that category). 
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Regarding claim 6, Fredlund further discloses establishing a service account for 
the user with the service provider to permit the user to have access to ordered services 
(see Figs. 4 and 5 and column 6 lines 42-48). 

Regarding claim 7, Fredlund further discloses providing payment for the selected 
photo product (see Fig. 5 and column 6 lines 42-48). 

Regarding claim 9, Fredlund further discloses wherein the converting step further 
includes modifying the number of bits per pixel to produce the lower resolution digital 
image (see column 3 lines 43-67 and column 4 lines 10-25). 

Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. To further show the state of the art refer to the attached Notice of 
References Cited. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached at (571) 272-7406. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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